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BOOK REVIEWS 549 
Last Rites for the Tipu Maya: Genetic Structuring in a Colonial Cemetery. By 
Keith P. Jacobi. (Tuscaloosa: University of Alabama Press, 2000. xii + 383 
pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, bibliography, index. $32.95 paper.) 
In 1543-1544, the Pacheco cousins, Alonso and Melchor, invaded 
and conquered the Maya in the Chetumal, Dzuluinicob, and Uaymil prov­
inces of the Yucatan, a victory that included the village of Tipu in the 
Dzuluinicob province. In 1568, Juan de Garzon made two entradas into rural 
areas under the jurisdiction of Salamanca de Bacalar. The second entrada 
reached Tipu, where he burned pagan idols and Maya books. In 1618, two 
Franciscan friars, Father Bartolome de Fuensalida and Father Juan de 
Orbita, traveled to Tipu. From Tipu they went on to the Itza, but their efforts 
were fruitless, and ultimately they returned to Tipu and departed for Merida. 
In 1621, a friar named Diego Delgado went into the mountain re­
gions to convert the Maya and set up churches and towns. Successful with 
some of them, Delgado set up the town of San Felipe y Santiago de Zachin. 
This encouraged Captain Mirones and his fifty soldiers to come to Zaclun 
and tum it into a base of operations. Tension mounted between Delgado and 
Mirones and, in 1623, Delgado fled to Tipu. Leaming that Canek would 
receive him, Delgado arrived in Tayasal. The natives seemed friendly but, 
upon landing, all individuals were bound and killed. The last to die was 
Father Diego Delgado. 
Meanwhile, Mirones and the other Spaniards continued their oppres­
sion at Zaclun until the inhabitants, in a surge of violence, attacked and killed 
Mirones, his soldiers, and the priest while they were in church. The people 
of Tipu would also revolt and flee into the mountains. It was not until 1707 
that the Spanish finally conquered the ltza, and they did so with the sword, 
not the cross. Once the military force had subjugated the ltza, they resettled 
those Maya left at Tipu into the ltza area. 
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This work by Keith P. Jacobi is a report on the bodies buried in the 
church and church yard of Tipu from 1568 until its abandonment in 1638. 
What does Jacobi tell us about these people? There was no separation of Tipu 
individuals into more than one group, thus it was not possible to distinguish 
an immigrant from a native population. All were the same, presumably all 
indigenous to Tipu. However, more males than females were buried within 
the church. The Tipu Maya exhibit high percentage of shoveling and double 
shoveling of the central and alter al maxillary incisor, which are Amerin­
dian/Mongoloid traits. However, winged central incisors were most com­
monly found to the west of the church. Everyone was in an east-west 
orientation, and in a church or immediately adjacent to one. Two individuals, 
unrelated but perhaps good friends (both females), were found in a common 
grave, appearing as though they are holding hands. 
The Mayan samples closest to colonial Tipu in physical types, but 
still rather distant, are prehispanic Seibal and Altar de Sacrificios. Both 
Lubaantun (to the south) and Lamanai (immediately to the north) are very 
different. Tipu is a sample of a community, limited in time ( only eighty 
years long) and isolated in space. It does not appear very unusual for that 
era, but only when we know more about its neighbors can we say how its 
physical remains fit into the sixteenth-century world of the lowland Maya. 
In this lengthy book about Tipu, Jacobi tells us very little about its 
people. Only when one can say something about the diseases of and condi­
tions at Tipu, and not just focus on the Canine Mesial Ridge or Enamel 
Extension, will we really be able to say something about the seventeenth­
century Maya. This has yet to be done. 
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